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a gentleman, we mean not to draw a line that would be invidious between high and low, rank and subordination, 
BI smn No, The distinction is in the mind. ara mpeg meat rgb athe ele ne and 
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demeanor; whoever is honorable in himself, and in his judgment of others, and requires no law but his word to make him 
fulfill an j~sueh a man is a gentleman ;—and such a man may be found among the tillers of the earth as as 
in the dra rooms of the high born and the rich. 
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TO OUR FRIENDS. 
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In accordance with universal custom, we find ourselves compelled to perpetrate a 
Preface, as an address, written at the conclusion of a volume is somewhat anoma- 
lously termed. The confident ** Preface” has driven the fawning ‘* Dedication” from 
its ancient abiding place, yet a very trivial®difference exists in their formation, and 
we doubt if any one is a gainer by the exchange. The English Dedication was gene- 
rally a mass. of fulsome panegyric, addressed to an influential lord or duke, and a few 
stereotyped phrases served equally well upon all occasions—the modern Preface is ever 
a boasting tirade of the wondrous success of the work; an egotistical ebullition, ‘+ hor- 
ribly stuffed with epithets of” self-commendation, and equally as servile as the lauda- 
tories of the Dedication. 








The first volume of the Gentleman’s Magazine is now before the public. We feel 
no hesitation in submitting our work to the acumen of the critical few, because we 
have been encouraged by the countenance of the liberal many; and we honestly avow 
that we entertain the comfortable belief that success is the best criterion of merit. 
We made some big promises at starting, but, like Aranza’s Duke, we ‘dare the 
worst spite to answer, if to the height we’ve not fulfilled, if not outgone all expecta- 
tions.” We do not wish to boast beyond the prefatorial prerogative, but request our 
friends to consider that we issued our prospectus in the very height of the commer- 
cial difficulties which yet affect the energies of the Union; and so severely did the 
pressure operate upon the literary circles, that various periodicals of acknowledged 
worth were compelled to be discontinued, and many houses of the first eminence in 
the publishing trade refused, for several months, to issue a single volume from the 
press. During this period of gloom, but not of despondency, the first number of the 
Gentleman’s Magazine appeared; and, relying upon the experience of our publisher 
and partner, we feared not the result. We confess that when he mentioned the ex- 
tent of the edition that he intended to print, we smiled at the warmth of his enthusi- 
asm; but as he now assures us that it will be requisite to double the number upon the 
commencement of the second volume, we decline opposing his practical certainties, 
and shall refrain from entertaining any misgivings of what the play-bills term ** most 
unprecedented success.” 
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reputation is necessary to the establishment of a literary fame upon this side of the 
Atlantic—we are happy to inform these noodles, who confess their inability to think 
for themselves, and ignobly succumb to foreign opinions of our home manufactures, 
that various es les in the two first numbers of the Gentleman’s Magazine have been 








copied with 


or three of 


merits of the articles in an American Magazine. 


2 
*®. our next@¥plume, we are promised assistance by ‘‘ men of great worth and 
note.” The number of embellishments will be increased; the quality of the paper § 
will be considerably improved, and the quantity of matter will not be curtailed. We — 
contemplate introducing various novel arrangements into the succeeding numbers of — 
the Gentleman’s Magazine—a work that we are determined to place high upon the — 
list of American periodicals, and confidently assure our subscribers that we are re- q 
solved not to relax in our exertions till we have rendered it worthy ‘+a place upon the — 


parlor table of every Gentleman in the United States.” 
W. E. B. 


Philadelphia, December 1, 1837. 


We have labored much and diligently, but as our self-conceit has been tickled by : 
the praises of our attentive brethren of the broad-sheet, our hard work has been ren. 
dered an easy ‘light o’ love.”? ‘There are some persons who imagine that European 





wledgment into English periodicals, and recopied by some two 4 
se men upon this side of the Atlantic, and praised highly as speci- — 
mens of English composition, although the said critics were unable to discover the ~ 
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